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explained in the Protocol of March 1931
that there is nothing exclusive about the
arrangement. Other States, indeed, are in-
vited to come into it. But the agreement is,
in fact, drawn on bilateral, not multilateral,
lines. The essence of the matter lies in the
provision that during the currency of the
agreement (three years in the first instance,
with the faculty of denunciation by either
side on one year's notice at any time after the
expiry of the first two years) u the exchange
of goods between the countries shall not be
subject to any import or export duties."
As to the division of the proceeds of the
ordinary customs duties nothing more is said
than that " the amount of the duties received
shall be apportioned between the two accord-
ing to a quota." It is added that " no
import, export or transit prohibitions shall
exist as between Germany and Austria."
The whole agreement is governed by the
provision that ** Germany and Austria will
agree on a tariff law and a customs tariff " for
the duration of the treaty. The treaty itself,
it is necessary to observe, wfas never framed,
the document which aroused French indigna-
tion, and was ultimately condemned by the
Hague Court as incompatible with various
anterior undertakings by which Austria was